
Arranged Marriages: Pro or Con  
 

For background read the following article posted on Wikipedia:  
 

In cultures where dating is not prevalent, arranged marriages perform a similar 
function—bringing together people who might otherwise not have met. In such cultures, 
arranged marriages are viewed as the norm and accepted by young adults. Even where 
courtship practices are becoming fashionable, young adults tend to view an arranged 
marriage as an option they can fall back on if they are unable or unwilling to spend the 
time and effort necessary to find spouses on their own. In such cases, the parents 
become welcome partners in a hunt for marital bliss because they have the wisdom of 
age and experience. Further, in several cultures, the last duty of a parent to his or her 
son or daughter is to see that he or she passes through the marital rites.  
 
In some cultures, an arranged marriage is a tradition handed down through many 
generations. Parents who take their son or daughter's marriage into their own hands 
have themselves been married by the same process. Many parents, and children 
likewise, feel pressure from the community to conform, and in certain cultures a love 
marriage or even courtship is considered a failure on the part of the parents to maintain 
control over the child In such cultures, children are brought up with these cultural 
assumptions and so do not feel stifled.  
 
Parents in some communities fear  asocial and/or religious stigma if their child is not 
married by a certain age. Several cultures deem the son or daughter less likely to find a 
suitable partner if he or she is past a certain age  and consider it folly to try to marry 
them off at that stage.  
 
In these societies, including China, the intra-generational relationship of the family is 
much more valued than the marital relationship. The whole purpose of the marriage is 
to have a family.  
 
1. Getting Started: Read the above Wikipedia selection. . Afterwards discuss the reading with 
the class contrasting the practice of “matchmaking” with American marriage customs.  
 
 Question: Would you be agreeable to having your parents select your marriage partner  
 Why or why not?  
 



2. Writing Prompt: Deepa was born in Madras, India, but came to the United States 
when she was very young. She had, through the years, become very “Americanized” 
even though her parents continued in the ways of their culture. This was very different 
from the path chosen by her auntie who also lived in the United States. Unlike Deepa’s 
parents, her auntie was a “free spirit” and had resisted her family’s attempts at an 
arranged marriage. This embarrassment was never mentioned or addressed within the 
family circle.  
 

After graduating from college and landing a prestigious position with a large 
accounting firm, Deepa returned home for a Christmas visit. During an evening 
gathering around the family table, her father spoke of the issue of a suitable marriage 
partner and the Indian custom of matchmaking. It had certainly worked well for her 
parents who had been married for nearly thirty years. Yet, when they suggested this 
course, Deepa was suddenly confronted with a decision: Would she follow in her 
favorite aunt’s footsteps and choose her own marriage partner, or would she honor her 
parents and their desires for her?  
 

For this writing sample, you are asked to write a letter to your parents as though you 
were in Deepa’s situation explaining your reasons for or against allowing your parents to 
select your marriage partner.  
 
Audience: Parents  
Primary Purpose: To persuade your parents to agree with your position.  
 
3. Group Activity: Brainstorm pros and cons of an arranged marriage.  
 
 
4. Individual in-class writing using all the steps involved in the writing process. Afterward, 

ask for volunteers to read their letters to the entire class.  
 
*From the Developmental Educators’ Handbook, Betty and Jerry Woodfill, Authors 


