
Wasn’t That a Mighty Day Galveston Hurricane Song Prompt 
 

Folk song lyrics are often flawed with respect to facts.  This results 
from generations passing along verses which, though fraught with emotion, 
are sometimes lacking facts. 

Also, needing rhyming words may inject error into historical 
accuracy.  The purpose of this prompt is to assess the accuracy of the lyrics 
of a popular song about the 1900 Galveston hurricane, Wasn’t That a Mighty 
Day?  There are at least six errors/exaggerations among the verses listed 
below.  After reading the account below, write a one page double-spaced 
essay describing your findings. 

 
I remember one September, 

When storm winds swept the town; 
The high tide from the ocean, Lord, 

Put water all around. 
 

Chorus: Wasn't that a mighty day, 
A mighty day 
A mighty day, 

Great God, that morning 
When the storm winds swept the town! 

 
There was a sea-wall there in Galveston 

To keep the waters down, 
But the high tide from the ocean, Lord, 

Put water in the town. 
 

The trumpets warned the people, 
'You'd better leave this place!' 

But they never meant to leave their homes 
Till death was in their face. 

 
The trains they all were loaded 

With people leaving town; 
The tracks gave way to the ocean, Lord, 

And the trains they went on down. 
 
 



 
Great Galveston Storm Article 

Paraphrased from Wikipedia Information 
 

At the end of the 19th century, the city of Galveston, Texas was a 
booming city with a population of approximately 38,000 residents.  Its 
position on the natural harbor of Galveston Bay along the Gulf of Mexico 
made it the center of trade and the biggest city in the state of Texas. With 
this prosperity came a sense of complacency.  Galveston was a low, flat 
island, little more than a large sandbar along the Gulf Coast. They proposed 
a seawall be constructed to protect the city, but their concerns were 
dismissed by the majority of the population and the city’s government.   
 Since its formal founding in 1839, the city of Galveston had 
weathered numerous storms, all of which the city survived with ease. 
Residents believed any future storms would be no worse than previous 
events.  In order to provide an official meteorological statement on the threat 
of hurricanes, Galveston Weather Bureau section director Isaac Cline wrote 
an 1891 article in the Galveston Daily News in which he argued not only 
that a seawall was not needed to protect the city, but also that it would be 
impossible for a hurricane of significant strength to strike the island.  The 
seawall was not built, and development activities on the island actively 
increased its vulnerability to storms.       
 Sand dunes along the shore were cut down to fill low areas in the city, 
removing what little barrier there was to the Gulf of Mexico.  Early the next 
morning of September 8, 1900, the swells continued despite only partly 
cloudy skies. Largely because of the unremarkable weather, few residents 
heeded the warning. Few people evacuated across Galveston’s bridges to the 
mainland, and the majority of the population was unconcerned by the rain 
clouds that had begun rolling in by midmorning.   
 Despite, Isaac Cline’s claim that he took it upon himself to travel 
along the beach and other low-lying areas warning people personally of the 
storm’s approach, there were no warnings such as bells tolling, trumpets 
playing, etc.   Cline’s supposed warning is based on his own reports and has 
been called into question in recent years.  No other survivors besides Cline 
corroborated his account. The last passenger train left Galveston Saturday 
morning on the Santa Fee system.  But, as stated before, at that time, few 
people felt their lives threatened by the weather.   
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For the Instructor: 

 
1. Galveston was considered a city, not a town.  Some of its 38,000 

inhabitants believed it might one day challenge New York City as  a 
southern metropolis. 

2. While the high tide was a detriment when the storm struck, the “storm 
surge” was that which brought the devastating flood of seawater into 
the city, not the “high tide.” 

3. There was no sea-wall protecting Galveston.  It came later to avoid 
future tragedies like that experienced in 1900. 

4. The water did not come from an ocean.  The Gulf of Mexico is not an 
ocean. 

5. There is no account in the historical records of trumpet warnings 
being sounded. 

6. Likewise, there is only one recorded fact about a train (not plural 
trains) being loaded with citizens trying to escape the storm.  (One 
train, in fact, arrived in Galveston that morning from the mainland. ) 
Actually, the term escape, at that time, is an exaggeration. This lyric 
was not wholly accurate.  Of  course, the reference to tracks giving 
way to the “ocean”, not the Gulf of Mexico, is, again, in error.  
 
 
 


